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National Lieutenant Governors Association 
Resolution to Bridge the Digital Divide in America

 WHEREAS, High-speed Internet access and adequate communication services are essential to boosting local economies, connecting hospital and emergency services, providing access to education, and improving quality of life; and 

WHEREAS, Broadband Internet access is becoming as vital to business success as water and electricity according to the 2006 United Nation's Information Economy Report; and 

WHEREAS, Half of all Americans do not have broadband at home according to a survey by the September 2007 Pew Internet & American Life Project, and 23 percent of Americans do not have any Internet access at all according to a December 2007 survey conducted by the same non-profit project; and

WHEREAS, The United States now ranks 15th out of the 30 member nations measured in the broadband penetration rankings released by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in 2007, marking a slide from fourth place in 2001.

WHEREAS, The "digital divide" most negatively impacts residents of rural areas and citizens with limited education; and 

WHEREAS, Inadequate broadband coverage is a major obstacle to economic development, public safety, maintaining population base, and enhancing education levels; and 

WHEREAS, Currently no system for data collection on the access and deployment of broadband services exists at a local level, making gaps in broadband availability difficult to identify; and 

WHEREAS, Attaining universal, affordable access to broadband technology is a goal of the President, the United States Congress and the Federal Communications Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Past collaborative federal efforts in improving communication services resulted in the Universal Service Fund (USF), which has for decades successfully subsidized telephone service for rural and underserved Americans, providing increased access to the nation's economy; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the National Lieutenant Governors Association urges the President, Congress, the Federal Communications Commission and USDA Rural Development to address the collective goal of creating affordable and universal access to broadband technology by consulting with the states and affective parties to create a federally funded system that ensures adequate data collection at a local level so that Americans may compete globally while living locally; and 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED That the National Lieutenant Governors Association urges the President and Congress to modernize and adequately fund the Universal Service Fund by including broadband, therefore ensuring that a program that has long been an equalizer in United States communication strategy remains the foundation from which to build and expand; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be sent by the NLGA to the President of the United States, Vice-President of the United States, the Speaker of the House, and the President of the U.S. Senate, and that NLGA make all state elected officials aware of passage of the resolution through a notice in StateNews magazine, and that NLGA further post the full text of the resolution to its web page making the resolution available at all times for all NLGA members, state elected officials, and other interested parties.

As passed March 13, 2008.
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