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NATIONAL LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS ASSOCIATION 
RESOLUTION FOR FIRST RESPONDER INTEROPERABILITY ACROSS THE NORTHERN BORDER 

Whereas, the major finding of the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States (also known as the 9-11 Commission) was that all First Responders need to have the capability to be able to speak and communicate with each other, even across international borders, and  

Whereas, along the United States’ northern border with Canada, there exists the A-Line, which regulates the allocation of radio frequencies available for First Responders within specified distances from that line, and 
Whereas, these frequency assignment regulations and procedures were drafted in a pre-9/11 and pre-digital world, in a treaty between the United States and Canada signed in the early 1960s, and 
Whereas, the review and license granting process between the Federal Communications Commission (F.C.C.) and Industry Canada unnecessarily jeopardizes the interoperability needs of our First Responders in both countries by being cumbersome, time consuming, and costly, 
Therefore, be it resolved that our nation’s lieutenant governors and the officials first in line of gubernatorial succession would seek to suggest that the F.C.C. and Industry Canada modify the existing treaty to address interoperability challenges (especially projects utilizing National Calling and National Tactical channels) and to prioritize the procurement of radio frequencies for First Responders above the A-line in a more workable process. 

As passed March 13, 2008. 
Sponsor:  Lt. Governor Brian Dubie, Vermont 
Co-Sponsors:  Lt. Governor Catherine Baker Knoll, Pennsylvania  
Lt. Governor John Bohlinger, Montana  
Lt. Governor Barbara Lawton, Wisconsin  
Lt. Governor Gary Herbert, Utah 
Lt. Governor Jack Dalrymple, North Dakota 
