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RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE REGIONAL PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARY INITIATIVE 


WHEREAS, the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) members seek to provide states with innovative ideas and concepts which encourage civic responsibility, strengthen the democratic process, and provide cooperative multi-state solutions; and
WHEREAS, several NLGA members administer state elections and still others hold specific roles in commerce, tourism, and state administration; and
WHEREAS, the 2008 state presidential primary and caucus election date schedule appears 

to have been haphazardly arranged through a race to the front of the calendar with little considered and collaborative input from a multi-state or regional perspective; and 

WHEREAS, after careful deliberation and consideration of a variety of alternatives, the National Association of Secretaries of State and The Council of State Governments have formally endorsed a Regional Primary concept designed to prevent the “front loading” of the national primary system and to ensure that each state and region of the nation has the opportunity to influence Presidential Primaries; and 

WHEREAS, this proposal is designed to emphasize thoughtful consideration through coordinated regional input over a more protracted period of time. 

THEREFORE, BE IT SO RESOLVED that the National Lieutenant Governors Association (NLGA) supports the Regional Primary caucus concept designed and endorsed by the National Association of Secretaries of State; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA will highlight the regional presidential primary concept through meeting updates and its own published outlets; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that NLGA will forward a copy of this resolution to NASS, CSG, and the sponsors of applicable Congressional legislation and the Chairs of associated committees; and 

FINALLY, BE IT RESOLVED that NLGA will support interested members in any endeavor they may undertake to promote this process in their state and NLGA will undertake other actions deemed appropriate by its membership to encourage the Regional Primary system. 

As passed March 13, 2008.  
Sponsor:  Lieutenant Governor Gary Herbert, Utah   

Co-Sponsor: Secretary of State Bill Bradbury, Oregon
Other Co-Sponsors:  
Lt. Governor Catherine Baker Knoll, Pennsylvania
Lt. Governor Brian Dubie, Vermont 
Lt. Governor John Bohlinger, Montana 
Lt. Governor James ‘Duke’ Aiona, Jr., Hawaii 
